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Uttarakhand State Council for Science & Technology (UCOST) was established in the

last quarter of 2005 in Dehradun. Since its inception council has encouraged the

research and development activities in the state and has funded projects in various

disciplines of Science & Technology. Council provides financial assistance in R&D,

International Travel supports, Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP),

Seminar/ Symposium/ Conference/ Workshop grants etc. In innovation promotion

program the grassroots level for application/ invention catering local needs and all

individuals with demonstrable talent are being promoted. The council aims to forge

partnership between Central and State Governments, NGOs, R & D institutions,

academia and industry, Council will act as hub, maximizing collaboration between

various organizations and promote science in multidisciplinary mode. As an initiative,

Coordination Cell of the Council are being set up at various institutions. The council

has established a state-of-art Regional Science Centre in Uttarakhand sponsored by

NCSM, Kolkata, catering to needs of the people of state especially school going

children. The regional science Centre will also have an innovation lab sponsored by

National Innovation Council.

As far as medical science is concerned, UCOST has initiated an ambitious “Drug

Development” program to promote drug development in Ayurveda within the ambit of

reverse pharmacology and the guidelines laid down by WHO for the development of

natural products. We have recently reviewed promising therapeutic effects of Herbo-

mineral Formulations for prophylaxis of Chronic Pancreatitis and migraine, Faltrikadi

kwath for prophylaxis of Hepatitis B and started to facilitate advanced R&D following

reverse pharmacology. We are intended to work on drug development for some

tropical diseases in near future under Drug Development program provided that the

aspiring Vaidya or Ayurvedic traditional healers have maintained meticulous record of

their clinical work.

I extended my best wishes to Universities’ Journal of Phytochemistry and Ayurvedic

Height for their endeavor in Herbal research.
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